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when the great brisbane art critic Gertrude Langer reviewed 
Davida Allen’s very first exhibition, in June 1973, she saw promise: 
‘She looks at things around her with the curiosity and freshness of 
the innocent eye, but of course, she is not a naïve artist.’ Decades 
later, this perceptive observation still holds true.
 Allen’s work has always captured moments of her life, as 
her children were born and grew up, and as her responsibilities 
and inner life wrestled; fearlessly describing a full spectrum of 
emotions and experiences in her works. Only rarely does she 
depart from her usual medium of oil on board. Recently, she has 
been working with oil pastel on paper, best suited to capture the 
energy and liveliness of her grandchildren’s adventures; feeding 
chooks, chasing dogs, tumbling through beach cartwheels, riding 
bicycles and bushwalking. As a group, these smaller works are an 
accumulation of perfect moments of joy, those snapshots which rest 
in our memories amidst the quicksilver vicissitudes of childhood.

 Oil pastels can be used swiftly, and in an open-air studio 
during the heat of Queensland summer they soften deliciously to 
a heavy liquid consistency, gliding across the expanses of Arches 
paper. They can be returned to later, layered and incised with 
delicate details, outlining the pattern of a sundress here, and the 
shapes of tree branches there. Best of all, is their vibrant, saturated 
colour, which Allen uses in bright patches of blues, yellows and 
reds to lead our eyes around her scenes.
 Allen has said: ‘Painting is my method of surviving — grief, 
love, lust, angst, joy, excitement. All the nouns of emotion’. Here 
we see pure joy. These fresh new works revel in their subject 
matter and the enjoyment of their execution, continuing Allen’s 
unceasing curiosity for all that might move and delight us in every 
chapter of life. 

Angela Goddard
Director, Griffith University Art Museum 

11. Ant hill 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm
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above: 2. Chook 2019 
oil pastel on saunders waterford paper 75 x 100 cm

cover: 3. Chook cage 2019 
oil pastel on saunders waterford paper 75 x 100 cm
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12. Boy with donkey 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm

13. Boys patting donkey 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm
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1. Sleepover 2019 
oil pastel on saunders waterford paper 75 x 100 cm
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14. Bushwalkers in setting sun 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm

15. Cubby house 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm
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7. Playing with trucks 2019 
oil pastel on saunders waterford paper 75 x 100 cm
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16. Kids at park 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm

17. Mt Larcom 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm
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4. Hand stands on beach 2019 
oil pastel on saunders waterford paper 75 x 100 cm
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18. Purple sea 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm

19. Putting chooks to bed 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm
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6. Playing in dirt hill 2019 
oil pastel on saunders waterford paper 75 x 100 cm
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20. Round rock. Flat rock. Split rock. 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm

21. Setting sun 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm
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5. Old donkey and chook 2019 
oil pastel on saunders waterford paper 75 x 100 cm
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22. Swings 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm

23. Walking the dog 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm
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8. Riding through paddock 2019 
oil pastel on saunders waterford paper 75 x 100 cm
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24. Boys with dog 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm

25. Dancing under casuarina trees 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 46 x 61 cm
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10. Watching chooks 2020 
oil pastel on saunders waterford paper 75 x 100 cm
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29. Bird nest 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 25 x 36 cm

30. Dancing under casuarinas 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 25 x 36 cm

26. Bike circuit 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 36 x 50 cm

28. Chooks in tree 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 30 x 46 cm
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31. Boy and chooks 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 23 x 30 cm

32. Scattering seed 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 23 x 30 cm

27. Bushwalk 2019 
oil pastel on arches paper 36 x 50 cm
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9. Boy on bike 2019 
oil pastel on saunders waterford paper 75 x 100 cm


